WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
(STRATFORD – UPON – AVON 1564 ; LONDON 1616)
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE IS A VERY FAMOUS WRITER. HE WROTE 38 PLAYS AND 154 SONNETS.  HE WAS ALSO AN ACTOR. ROMEO AND JULIET IS HIS MOST FAMOUS PLAY. 
WE DON’T KNOW MUCH ABOUT HIS LIFE. WE KNOW THAT HE WAS BORN IN STRATFORD-ON-AVON (ENGLAND) IN 1564. HIS FATHER MADE GLOVES; HE WAS AN IMPORTANT MAN IN THE TOWN, AND HIS FAMILY HAD A COMFORTABLE LIFE.  YOU CAN STILL VISIT THE HOUSE WHERE HE WAS BORN. HE LIVED IN STRATFORD-ON-AVON WITH HIS WIFE, ANNE HATHAWAY, AND THEIR THREE CHILDREN, SUSANNA, JUDITH AND HAMNET. THEN, SOME TIME BETWEEN 1586 AND 1592 SHAKESPEARE LEFT STRATFORD AND MOVED TO LONDON. HIS FAMILY STAYED IN STRATFORD. 
IN LONDON HE WAS A PLAYWRIGHT AND AN ACTOR, TOO. HE JOINED AN ACTING COMPANY WHO PERFORMED HIS PLAYS AT THE GLOBE THEATRE, SOUTH OF THE RIVER THAMES. SHAKESPEARE AND HIS MEN BECAME VERY FAMOUS. THEIR PLAYS WERE VERY POPULAR WITH ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE. HE ALSO PERFORMED AT THE ROYAL PALACES, IN FRONT OF QUEEN ELIZABETH I. 
GOING TO THE THEATRE WAS VERY POPULAR IN SHAKESPEARE’S TIME. IT WASN’T JUST FOR RICH PEOPLE. YOU COULD GO TO THE THEATRE JUST FOR ONE PENNY. YOU DIDN’T HAVE A SEAT BUT YOU STOOD VERY CLOSE TO THE STAGE AND YOU HAD A VERY GOOD VIEW OF THE ACTION. THE AUDIENCE EXPECTED TO HEAR MUSIC, TOO, SO AT THE GLOBE THERE WERE MUSICIANS THAT PLAYED IN A GALLERY ABOVE THE STAGE. THEATRES WERE LIVELY PLACES: THE AUDIENCE WANTED TO HAVE FUN THERE SO THEY DIDN’T KEEP QUIET DURING THE PERFORMANCE.
THEATRES WERE CALLED PLAYHOUSES. THEY WERE ROUND OR OCTAGONAL. THEY DIDN’T HAVE A ROOF.  PERFORMANCES WERE IN THE AFTERNOON AND WOMEN COULDN’T ACT. ONLY MEN AND BOYS COULD APPEAR ON THE STAGE,  SO YOUNG BOYS PLAYED THE WOMEN’S PARTS.
SHAKESPEARE WAS A GENIUS! IN ALL HIS POEMS AND PLAYS HE USED 25,000 DIFFERENT WORDS AND HE MADE UP 2,000: HERE ARE SOME OF THEM: FASHIONABLE  -  FAIR PLAY  -  LOVE LETTER -  MOONBEAM  -  SHOOTING STAR  -  UPSTAIR  - ALL THAT GLITTERS ISN’T GOLD  -  BREAK THE ICE.
