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WEBQUEST 

THANKSGIVING 

Warmer  

Here is a list of new words you will need to understand videos and texts 

ENGLISH ITALIAN 

HARVEST  

CORN  

PILGRIMS  

SETTLERS  

PUMPKIN  

CRANBERRY  

NEW WORLD  

TURKEY  

 

Thanksgiving is a national holiday celebrated in America and Canada. How much do you 

already know about it?   

1. When is Thanksgiving?   

2. Why do you think people celebrate Thanksgiving?  

3. What foods are associated with Thanksgiving? 

 

Presentation: Thanksgiving  

Video from History Channel: Bet you didn’t know 

  

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=turkey&view=detailv2&&id=85DED23CA30188C59AF4AA3A10AB3485CB3E3605&selectedIndex=5&ccid=TWcqp3l2&simid=608002830160236484&thid=OIP.M4d672aa779761a4938c5326ee18d71afo0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=thanksgiving+DINNER&view=detailv2&&id=83ADBEA77652B0813152852C1C1CC937B7169498&selectedIndex=84&ccid=uKCIseC9&simid=607998698396584074&thid=OIP.Mb8a088b1e0bda465e8983350dfb0e722o0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=CORN&view=detailv2&&id=7A0D90C49CEAF8B35BC882EC30FF254DDA6B6676&selectedIndex=0&ccid=KRl0TtkR&simid=607987780601318107&thid=OIP.M2919744ed911813faeb73357c3f0f8efH0
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Now it’s up to you. Find out information about this festival. 

Group 1  Activity 1: The history of Thanksgiving 

Watch the video you find on the site: the first Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving story for kids and 

answer the following questions: 

1. How did the pilgrims travel to the New World? 

2. What did they find in the new land? 

3. What is the name of their new hometown? 

4. What was the weather like in January? 

5. What did the settlers build? 

6. 1621: who came to the village? 

7. What did Squanto teach the settlers? 

8. How did they celebrate their first good harvest? 

 

Group 2  Activity 2: The History of Thanksgiving 

Visit www.history.com/topics/thanksgiving/history-of-thanksgiving and read the first 

section entitled ‘Thanksgiving at Plymouth.’  Look for the answers to the questions below. 

1.  Who travelled on board the Mayflower and why?  

2.  What problems did the Pilgrims have at the beginning in New England?  

3.   Why was Squanto, a Native American, able to speak English with the Pilgrims?  

4.  What did the Pilgrims learn from Squanto?  

5.  Why did William Bradford organize a celebration?  

6.  What kind of food was eaten at the first Thanksgiving meal?  

 

Group 3 / 4  Activity 3: Thanksgiving in other cultures 

Read your section and make notes using information from the website. 

Group 3 

Go to: www.holidays.net/thanksgiving/story.htm and read the sections on 
the Ancient Greeks and the Romans. Make notes on how they celebrated harvest time. 
Consider the following questions.  

 

 

http://www.holidays.net/thanksgiving/story.htm
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=PILGRIMS&view=detailv2&&id=3DCC97D1B73498C6A0966AF4C0A03364C872AF97&selectedIndex=2&ccid=RWgBljwt&simid=608020512538493287&thid=OIP.M456801963c2d793b422d18d92374d0a2H0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=SQUANTO&view=detailv2&&id=D674F74708058EE27FD49DBB7C00F49F2835E1D3&selectedIndex=12&ccid=eFAQJJRC&simid=607991933827286949&thid=OIP.M78501024944272b89a08e5021a3a7221H0
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Which god did they honour? 

What was the name of their festival?  

How did they celebrate it? 

Group 4 

Go to: www.holidays.net/thanksgiving/story.htm and read the sections on 
the Ancient Chinese and the Hebrews. Make notes on how they celebrate(d) harvest 
time. Consider the following questions. Which god did they honour? 

What was the name of their festival?  

How did they celebrate it? 

Activity 5: Round-up 

Discuss the following questions as a whole class: 

1. How much did you already know about the tradition of Thanksgiving? 

2. What information surprised you? 

3. What are the most important festivals and celebrations in your country or culture? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.holidays.net/thanksgiving/story.htm
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=thanksgiving+PARADE&view=detailv2&&id=C18659DA7A523AF2B67392D26C41F7235B65D460&selectedIndex=4&ccid=clFmGBTh&simid=607987643162363431&thid=OIP.M7251661814e1451fba33ca7d1a255f2co0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=thanksgiving+PARADE&view=detailv2&&id=8625ADB55218CA1B4104D36455E8517AF0EC5545&selectedIndex=11&ccid=d696ym%2bx&simid=607987402649438705&thid=OIP.M77af7aca6fb1700d43ce9e29c5a7f5e4o0

